
 

 

 Creating  

Maths 

 22-36 Months: Begins to make 

comparisons between quantities. 

Uses some language of 

quantities, such as ‘more’ and ‘a 

lot’. Knows that a group of things 

changes in quantity when 

something is added or taken 

away. Beginning to categorise 

objects according to properties 

such as shape or size. Begins to 

use the language of size.  

 30-50 Months: shows an interest 

in numerals in the environment. 

Shows an interest in 

representing numbers. Realises 

not only objects, but anything 

can be counted, including steps, 

claps or jumps. Uses shapes 

appropriately for tasks. 

Beginning to talk about the 

shapes of everyday objects, e.g. 

‘round’ and ‘tall.  

Understanding the World 

 22-36 Months: Joins in singing favourite songs. Learns that 

they have similarities and differences that connect them 

to, and distinguish them from, others.  Enjoys playing with 

small-world models such as a farm, a garage, or a train 

track.  

 30-50 Months: Shows interest in different occupations and 

ways of life. Comments and asks questions about aspects of 

their familiar world such as the place where they live or 

the natural world. Can talk about some of the things they 

have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found 

objects. 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development  

 22-36 Months: Interested in others’ play 

and starting to join in. Seeks out others 

to share experiences. Shows affection 

and concern for people who are special 

to them. May form a special friendship 

with another child. Expresses own 

preferences and interests 

 30-50 Months: Can play in a group, 

extending and elaborating play ideas, 

Initiates play, offering cues to peers to 

join them. Is more outgoing towards 

unfamiliar people and more confident in 

new social situations. 
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Physical Development 

 22-36 Months: Shows control in 

holding and using jugs to pour, 

hammers, books and mark making 

tools. Drinks well without spilling.  

 30-50 Months: Moves freely and 

with pleasure and confidence in a 

range of ways, such as slithering, 

shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, 

running, jumping, skipping, sliding 

and hopping. Can usually manage 

washing and drying hands.  

English 

22-36 Months: Repeats words or phrases 

from familiar stores. Distinguishes 

between the different marks that they 

make.  

30-50 Months: Handles books carefully. 

Knows information can be relayed in the 

form of print. Holds books the correct 

way up and turns pages. Sometimes gives 

meaning to marks as they draw and paint.   

Expressive Arts and Design 

 22-36 Months: Creates 

sounds by banging, shaking, 

tapping or blowing. Beginning 

to make-believe by 

pretending.  
 30-50 Months: Realises tools 

can be used for a purpose. 

Uses available resources to 

create props to support role-

play. 

Communication and Language  

22-36 Months: Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes. 

Developing understanding of simple concepts (e.g.big/little). Learns 

new words very rapidly and is able to use them in communicating.  

30-50 Months: Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused on 

own choice of activity). Understands use of objects (e.g. what do we 

use to cut things?). Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 

their experiences.  


